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Abstract Dendrobium moniliforme is a native species of
Korea. The flower of this species is composed of a
reproductive column and white perianths including petals,
sepals and lip, but the base of the column bears reddish
purple pigment spots. Anthocyanins are major pigments
that contribute flower color in Dendrobium. Three key
anthocyanin biosynthetic genes encoding dihydroflavonol 4-
reductase (DFR), chalcone synthase (CHS), and flavonoid
3',5'-hydroxylase (F3'5'H) were isolated and analyzed for
their expression patterns in floral organs to understand the
molecular mechanism underlying flower color development.
Quantitative RT-PCR analysis revealed that F3'5'H tran-
scripts were highly accumulated in the base of the column
compared with those of perianths, but the other two genes
showed no significant difference among the floral organs.

Microprojectile bombardment using the white perianths
revealed that the transient expression of F3'5'H gene, but
not DFR and CHS genes, was sufficient to produce reddish
purple colored pigmentation. These results suggest that the
lack of colors in perianths of D. moniliforme is at least due to
transcriptional control of F3'5'H. The data presented here
may improve our understanding of the mechanisms under-
lying floral color development in D. moniliforme and
contribute to advances in orchid biotechnology.
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Abbreviations
RT-PCR Reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction
CHS Chalcone synthase
DFR Dihydroflavonol 4-reductases
F3'5'H Flavonoid 3',5'-hydroxylase
F3'H Flavonoid 3'-hydroxylase
F3H Flavanone 3-hydroxylase
ANS Anthocyanidin synthase
DHK Dihydrokaempferol
DHQ Dihydroquercetin
DHM Dihydromyricetin

Introduction

The genus Dendrobium is the second largest group of the
family Orchidaceae, which comprises approximately 1,400
species worldwide (Dressler 1990; Wood 2006). Since
species from the genus Dendrobium produce valuable floral
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traits including colors, morphologies, and scents, they have
been regarded as one of the most important commercial
orchids that are used for cut flowers and potted plants in the
floricultural industry (Yu et al. 2001). In particular, flower
color has been regarded as an important characteristic
attracting the attention of consumers. To improve flower colors
formarketable qualities, a variety ofDendrobium hybrids have
been created by a traditional breeding strategy through intra-
and inter-specific crosses. However, creation or modification
of some flower colors is still difficult due to a limitation of
gene resources in the species. With recent advances in tissue
culture and genetic transformation technology in Den-
drobium, it has now become feasible to develop specific
desired flower colors in relatively short periods at a large
scale (Nan and Kuehnle 1995; Chai and Yu 2007).

Many studies have demonstrated that chemical structures
of anthocyanins, a class of flavonoids, are primarily
responsible for the broad range of flower colors in the
Dendrobium (Hahlbrock and Griesbach 1975; Holton and
Cornish 1995; Winkel-Shirley 2001). Although hundreds of
anthocyanins have been reported, they can be classified into
three major types: cyaniding (red to magenta), delphinidin
(purple to violet), and pelargonidin (brick red to scarlet).
Moreover, anthocyanins change their colors depending on
vacuolar pH, co-pigmentation, or the formation of a
complex with metal ions (Kondo et al. 1992; Yoshida
et al. 2003; Shiono et al. 2005; Shoji et al. 2007). The
anthocyanin biosynthetic pathway that determines floral
pigmentation is generally conserved among plant spe-
cies, and genes that encode the enzymes regarding this
pathway have been mostly isolated and extensively
studied (Holton and Cornish 1995; reviewed in Tanaka
and Ohmiya 2008).

Flower coloration is also thought to be specified by lack
of specific genes that are implicated in anthocyanin
biosynthesis (Holton and Cornish 1995; Tanaka and
Ohmiya 2008). Thus, plant species usually exhibit a limited
number of flower colors, and no species displays all the
possible flower colors. For example, roses, carnations and
chrysanthemum lack violet/blue varieties due to deficiency
of flavonoid 3',5'-hydroxylase (F3'5'H), a key enzyme in the
synthesis of delphinidin-based anthocyanins (Holton and
Tanaka 1994). Petunia and Cymbidium lack red/orange
varieties due to the absence of dihydroflavonol reductases
(DFRs) specificity toward dihydrokaempferol (DHK) sub-
strate, resulting in low accumulation of pelargonidin-based
anthocyanins (Forkmann and Ruhnau 1987; Johnson et al.
1999). It was also reported that recessive mutations at the
DFR gene of maize lead to a colorless aleurone layer
(Reddy et al. 1987). CHS represents the first committed
step in the anthocyanin pathway that catalyzes the
formation of naringenin chalcone from malonyl-CoA and

4-coumaroyl-CoA (Tanaka and Ohmiya 2008). Insertional
mutations of CHS by transposons resulted in an albino
mutant phenotype in the Ipomoea purpurea and I. nil floral
limb (Epperson and Clegg 1987; Habu et al. 1998).

Genetic studies have identified several transcription factors
that affect the expression of multiple anthocyanin structural
genes in Arabidopsis, maize, snapdragon, Oncidium and
petunia (Broun 2004; Koes et al. 2005; Quattrocchio et al.
1999; Chiou and Yeh 2008). They are known to belong to
three distinct gene families including R2R3-MYB, basic
helix-loop-helix, and WD40 repeats. Moreover, other regu-
latory genes encoding WRKY transcription factor (Johnson
et al. 2002), zinc finger protein (Sagasser et al. 2002),
MADS domain protein (Nesi et al. 2002), and homeodomain
protein (Kubo et al. 1999), have been reported to involve
anthocyanin biosynthesis as well as other aspects of plant
development. However, their regulatory mechanism is not
fully understood since the expression of anthocyanin
structural genes is differentially modulated by a regulatory
complex composed of different types of transcription factor
(Martin and Gerats 1993; Koes et al. 2005).

In this study, we isolated three key anthocyanin biosyn-
thetic genes and analyzed their possible functions with the
aims of understanding the molecular mechanism underlying
flower pigmentation in Dendrobium moniliforme. Our data
presented here may be useful for the genetic manipulation of
flower pigmentation in the future.

Materials and Methods

Plant Materials and Growth Condition

D. moniliforme was collected from Jindo Island in Korea
and cultivated in the greenhouse facility of Chonbuk
National University. D. moniliforme seeds originated from
a single plant were grown on MS agar medium containing
2% peptone for 1 year and then transferred to the
greenhouse to produce flowers. Flower buds were harvested
just before or after flowering in late May and throughout
June. The harvested flower buds were then dissected into
petal, sepal, lip and the column including the base, and each
organ was combined and kept at −70°C until used. Total
RNA was extracted from the combined samples.

Total RNA Isolation and RT-PCR Analysis

Total RNA was isolated using Trizol reagent (Gibco BRL,
NY, USA) and then treated with RQ1-DNase I (Promega,
Germany) to remove DNA contamination, according to the
manufacturer instructions. To examine the expression
patterns of anthocyanin biosynthetic genes, total RNA
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isolated from each floral organ was subjected to semi-
quantitative RT-PCR analysis as described previously (Park
et al. 2010). PCR conditions were as follows: one cycle of
94°C for 3 min; 20–30 cycles of 94°C for 30 s, 55°C for
30 s, and 72°C for 30 s; and a final extension period of
72°C for 10 min. To use as an internal control, a partial
cDNA fragment of the actin gene was obtained by RT-PCR
using the degenerate primers, 5′-GARAARATGACNCAR
ATHATG-3′ and 5′-TCNACRTCRCAYTTCATDAT-3′. After
the PCR products were sequenced, primers specific for the
actin gene were designed (Table 1). Expression levels were
precisely quantified by quantitative RT-PCR analysis. One
twentieth of the first-strand cDNA was mixed with an equal

volume of ×2 SYBR Green Master Mix (Applied Biosys-
tems, USA) and the appropriate primers as listed in Table 1.
PCR conditions were as follows: 40 cycles of 95°C for 15 s,
58°C for 30 s, and 72°C for 1 min using the 7500 Real-Time
PCR System (Applied Biosystems, USA). Results were
analyzed with SDS 1.7 software (Applied Biosystems,
USA). Relative expression levels of each gene are normalized
to that of actin gene.

Isolation of Full-Length cDNA Clones

Three micrograms of total RNA isolated from the column
of base was reverse transcribed using the Impron II Reverse

Table 1 Oligonucleotide primers used in this study for cDNA cloning and RT-PCR analysis

Target gene Forward primer sequence (5′ to 3′) Reverse primer sequence (5′ to 3′)

Primers for cDNA cloning

CHS AACCATGGCGCCSCCGGCAATGGAAGAG TCACACCGCACCAGCAATCGGA

DFR ATGGAGAATGAGAAGAAGGGWCCAGTAGTG CACTTAACAGCAATCTGYTCTTTAACTTCC

F3′5′H ATGTCYATCTTCCTCATCRCMWCMCTCYTC TTAAASAASSCCATAMGCCGCCGSCGSC

Primers for RT-PCR analysis

CHS TTCGCCGGCGGCACCGTCCT AGCCTCCGCCGACCTCCGCC

DFR GGCCGGCAGCGTTCAGCGAGTG TGAGTGGGATAAGCTTCTTATCCC

F3′5′H CGGGGACGGACACCTCCGCCAT CGGCAACACCAACCCCGGCCCT

Actin TGCTAGTGGCCGCACGACAGGT GGGCACCTAAATCTCCCAGCTCC

Primers for quantitative RT-PCR analysis

CHS GAAAGACGTCCCAGGCTTGAT1 TGAATACCAAGCGGCTCGAA

DFR AGGCTGCTTGGGAGTTTGTAAAG AGGACCCCACCACCAAAGTT

F3′5′H CATGGTCTTCGCCGATTACG TTGGAGCCGAGGAGATGGA

Actin AGCCGAGATCTCACAGACTCCTT ACGCTCTGCAGTAGTGGTGAAAG

Fig. 1 Structure of Dendrobium moniliforme flower and anthocyanin
biosynthetic pathway. a Whole plant phenotype of D. moniliforme. b
Representation of different floral organs including three sepals, two
petals, lip, column, and the base of the column. Lip was detached from
the flower to show the base of the column. c Magnification image of
the base of the column. Scale bars indicate 5 mm. d Proposed model

for anthocyanin biosynthetic pathway in orchid (Tanaka and Ohmiya
2008). Names of enzymes are abbreviated as follows: CHS chalcone
synthase, CHI chalcone flavanone isomerase, F3H flavanone 3-
hydroxylase, F3′H flavonoid 3′-hydroxylase, F3′5′H flavonoid 3′,5′-
hydroxylase, DFR dihydroflavonol 4-redutase, ANS anthocyanidin
synthase
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Transcription System (Promega) as described previously
(Park et al. 2010). Then, one tenth of the first-strand cDNA
samples were used as a template for RT-PCR using the
degenerated primers as listed in Table 1. Degenerated
primers were designed to amplify the full-length anthocy-
anin biosynthetic genes based on an alignment of 5’ and 3’-
end sequence of orchid genes that are previously deposited
in GenBank (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genbank): chal-
cone synthase (CHS; AM286424, AM490639, AY741319,
DQ462460, FM209429, and FM209430), dihydroflavonol
4-reductase (DFR; AY741318, FJ426271, FM209431, and
FM209432), and flavonoid 3',5'-hydroxylase (F3'5'H;

DQ923127 and DQ148458). PCR conditions were as
follows: one cycle of 94°C for 3 min, 40 cycles of 94°C
for 30 s, 55°C for 30 s, and 72°C for 2 min and a final
extension period of 72°C for 10 min. The resulting PCR
products were recovered from agarose gel electrophoresis
and cloned into a pBluescript-T vector as described
previously (Park et al. 2010). All full-length clones were
confirmed of their nucleotide sequence by DNA sequencing.
GenBank accession numbers are HQ412558 (CHS),
HQ412559 (DFR), and HQ412560 (F3′5′H). The BLASTn
and BLASTp algorithm in the NCBI database (http://www.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/database, accessed on Jan 13, 2009) was

(a) 
M A P P A M E E I R R A Q R A E G P A T V L A I G T S T P P N A 

1 ATGGCGCCGCCGGCAATGGAAGAGATCAGGAGAGCTCAGAGGGCGGAGGGGCCGGCGACGGTGCTTGCCATCGGAACCTCCACGCCGCCGAACGCT
L Y Q A D Y P D Y Y F R I T K S E H L T E L K E K F K R M C D K

97 CTGTATCAGGCGGACTATCCGGATTACTACTTCAGGATCACCAAGAGCGAGCATCTCACTGAGCTCAAGGAGAAGTTCAAACGAATGTGTGATAAA
S M I R K R Y M Y L T E E I L K E N P N I C A F M A P S L D A R

193 TCGATGATCAGAAAGCGCTACATGTACTTAACAGAAGAAATACTGAAGGAAAATCCAAACATATGTGCATTCATGGCGCCATCACTAGACGCAAGA
Q D I V V T E V P K L A K E A S A R A I K E W G Q P K S R I T H

289 CAAGACATAGTGGTCACCGAAGTCCCTAAACTCGCCAAAGAGGCCTCCGCCCGCGCCATAAAGGAATGGGGACAGCCCAAATCTCGCATCACTCAT
L I F C T T S G V D M P G A D Y Q L T R L L G L R P S V N R I M

385 CTAATCTTCTGCACCACCAGCGGCGTAGACATGCCCGGTGCCGACTACCAACTCACTCGCCTCCTCGGCCTCCGCCCATCCGTCAATCGAATCATG
L Y Q Q G C F A G G T A L R L A K D L A E N N A G A R V L V V C

481 CTTTACCAACAAGGTTGCTTCGCCGGCGGCACCGCCCTCCGCCTTGCCAAAGACCTCGCCGAGAACAACGCCGGCGCGCGAGTTCTCGTCGTTTGT
S E I T A A T F R G P S E S H L D S L V G Q A L F G D G A A A I

577 TCAGAAATCACAGCTGCTACGTTCCGCGGCCCGTCGGAATCCCATCTCGATTCCCTCGTCGGGCAGGCTTTGTTCGGCGATGGGGCTGCAGCTATT
I V G S D P D L T T E R P L F Q L V S A S Q T I L P E S E G A I

673 ATAGTTGGATCTGACCCTGACTTGACTACTGAACGACCGCTTTTCCAACTTGTATCGGCTTCTCAGACCATCCTGCCGGAGTCCGAGGGCGCCATT
D G H L R E M G L T F H L L K D V P G L I S K N I Q K S L V E A

769 GATGGCCATCTACGAGAGATGGGACTAACCTTCCACCTACTGAAAGACGTCCCAGGCTTGATCTCTAAAAACATTCAAAAGAGTCTCGTGGAGGCA
F E P L G I H D W N S I F W I A H P G G P A I L D Q V E I K L G

865 TTCGAGCCGCTTGGTATTCACGACTGGAATTCGATCTTCTGGATTGCGCATCCGGGCGGTCCGGCGATACTCGACCAAGTGGAAATTAAGCTTGGA
L K E E K L A S S R N V L A E Y G N M S S A C V L F I L D E M R

961 CTTAAGGAAGAGAAGCTTGCGTCCAGCAGAAACGTGCTTGCGGAGTATGGCAATATGTCCAGCGCGTGTGTGCTTTTCATACTTGATGAAATGAGG
R K S A E A G Q A T T G E G L E W G V L F G F G P G L T V E T V

1057 CGGAAGTCGGCAGAGGCGGGGCAGGCTACCACCGGCGAGGGGTTGGAGTGGGGAGTACTGTTCGGATTTGGCCCGGGGCTTACGGTAGAAACTGTT
V L R S V P I A G A V *

1153 GTGCTACGCAGCGTTCCGATTGCTGGTGCGGTGTGA 

(b) 
DmCHS (1) MAPPAMEEIRRAQRAEGPATVLAIGTSTPPNALYQADYPDYYFRITKSEHLTELKEKFKRMCDKSMIRKRYMYLTEEILK 
DsCHS (1) MAPPAMEEIRRAQRAEGPATVLAIGTSTPPNALYQADYPDYYFRITKCEHLTELKEKFKRMCEKSMIKKRYMYLTEEILK 
DenCHS (1) -MAPAMEEIRRAQRAEGPAAVLAIGTSTPPNAVYQADYPDYYFRITNCEHLTDLKEKFKRMCEKSMIKKRYMYLTEEFLK 
PhalCHS (1) MAPPAMEEIRRAQRAEGPATVLAIGTSTPPNALYQADYPDYYFRITKSEHLTELKEKFKRMCDKSMIRKRYMYLTEEILK 

DmCHS (81) ENPNICAFMAPSLDARQDIVVTEVPKLAKEASARAIKEWGQPKSRITHLIFCTTSGVDMPGADYQLTRLLGLRPSVNRIM 
DsCHS (81) ENPNICAFMAPSLDARQDIVVTEVPKLAKEASTRAIKEWGQPKSRITHLIFCTTSGVDMPGADYQLTRLLGLRPSVNRIM 
DenCHS (80) ENPNICAFMAPSLDARQDIVVAEVPKLAKEAAARAIKEWGHPKSRITHLIFCTTSGVDMPGADYQLTRLLGLRPSVNRFM 
PhalCHS (81) ENPNICAFMAPSLDARQDIVVTEVPKLAKEASARAIKEWGQPKSRITHLIFCTTSGVDMPGADYQLTRLLGLRPSVNRIM 

DmCHS (161) LYQQGCFAGGTALRLAKDLAENNAGARVLVVCSEITAATFRGPSESHLDSLVGQALFGDGAAAIIVGSDPDLTTERPLFQ 
DsCHS (161) LYQQGCFAGGTVLRLAKDLAENNAGARVLVVCSEITAVTFRGPSESHLDSLVGQALFGDGAAAIIVGSDPDLTTERPLFQ 
DenCHS (160) LYQQGCFAGGTVLRLAKDLAENNAGARVLVVCSEITAVTFRGPSESHLDSLVGQALFGDGAAAIIVGSDPDLATERPLFQ 
PhalCHS (161) LYQQGCFAGGTVLRLAKDLAENNAGARVLVVCSEITAVTFRGPSESHLDSLVGQALFGDGAAAIIVGSDPDLTTERPLFQ 

DmCHS (241) LVSASQTILPESEGAIDGHLREMGLTFHLLKDVPGLISKNIQKSLVEAFEPLGIHDWNSIFWIAHPGGPAILDQVEIKLG 
DsCHS (241) LVSASQTILPESEGAIDGHLREMGLTFHLLKDVPGLISKNIQKSLVEAFKPLGIHDWNSIFWIAHPGGPAILDQVEVKLG 
DenCHS (240) LVSASQTILPESEGAIDGHLREIGLTFHLLKDVPGLISKNIQKCLLEAFKPLGVLDWNSIFWIAHPGGPAILDQVETKLG 
PhalCHS (241) LVSASQTILPESEGAIDGHLREMGLTFHLLKDVPGLISKNIQKSLVEAFKPLGIHDWNSIFWIAHPGGPAILDQVEIKLG 

DmCHS (321) LKEEKLASSRNVLAEYGNMSSACVLFILDEMRRKSAEAGQATTGEGLEWGVLFGFGPGLTVETVVLRSVPIAGAV 
DsCHS (321) LKAEKLAASRNVLAEYGNMSSACVLFILDEMRRRSAEAGQATTGEGLEWGALFGFGPGLTVETVVLRSVPIAGAV (99%) 
DenCHS (320) LKSEKLAASRNVLAEYGNMSSACVLFILDEMRRRSAEAGQSTTGEGLEWGVLFGFGPGLTVEAVVLRSVPIGGTE (97%) 
PhalCHS (321) LKAEKLASSRNVLAEYGNMSSACVLFILDEMRRRSAEAGQATTGEGLEWGVLFGFGPGLTVETVVLRSVPIAGAV (93%) 

Fig. 2 Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequence of DmCHS and
alignment of the deduced amino acid sequences with other homologues.
a Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequence of DmCHS. The
positions of nucleotides are given on the left. GenBank accession
number for DmCHS is HQ412558. b The alignment of deduced amino

acid sequences of DmCHS with homologues from Dendrobium hybrid
cultivar Sonia (DsCHS; CAM32716), Dendrobium hybrid (DenCHS;
AAU93767), and Phalaenopsis hybrid (PhalCHS; AAY83389). Shaded
regions show identical amino acids. Box indicates active site of chalcone
synthases. The positions of amino acids are given on the left
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used to detect similarities between cloned gene sequences
and previously deposited sequences.

Gene Constructs

To construct the transient expression vector, the full-length
CHS, DFR, and F3′5′H were placed between the Cassava
Vein Mosaic Virus (CsVMV) promoter and the Nos
terminator in the CsV vector (Verdaguer et al. 1996).
Briefly, the full-length genes in pBluescript-T vector were
digested with XbaI I and Kpn I, and then ligated into the
same sites of the CsV vector to yield pCsVMV::CHS,
pCsVMV::DFR, and pCsVMV::F3’5’H. To test promoter
activity and bombardment efficiency, the pCsVMV::GUS

construct was included. All constructs were confirmed by
DNA sequencing.

Bombardment with Particle Inflow Gun

Near mature flowers were carefully excised from the plant
using a razor and placed on the center of MS agar plate.
DNA constructs were coated onto gold particles (1.5–3 μm
diameter; Sigma-Aldrich, USA) as described previously
(Akashi et al. 2002). A biolistic helium device was used
to microproject the DNA-coated gold particles into the
perianths of D. moniliforme flower. Conditions for bombard-
ment were as follows: reduced air pressure of −0.1 MPa,
target distance of 12 cm, and helium pressure of 3.5 bar

(a)
M E N E K K G P V V V T G A S G Y V G S W L V M K L L Q K G Y E

1 ATGGAGAATGAGAAGAAGGGTCCAGTAGTGGTGACTGGAGCCAGTGGCTACGTGGGTTCATGGCTGGTGATGAAGCTTCTTCAGAAGGGTTATGAG
V R A T V R D P T N L K K V K P L L D L P R S N E L L S I W K A

97 GTTAGGGCAACAGTGAGAGATCCAACAAATCTCAAGAAAGTGAAGCCTTTGCTGGATCTCCCGCGCTCCAATGAACTGCTCAGCATTTGGAAAGCA
D L D G I E G S F D E V I R G S I G V F H V A T P M N F Q S K D

193 GATCTAGATGGCATCGAAGGAAGCTTCGACGAGGTGATACGTGGCAGCATTGGAGTGTTCCACGTCGCTACTCCCATGAATTTTCAATCCAAAGAC
P E N E V I Q P A I N G L L G I L R S C K N A G S V Q R V I F T

289 CCTGAGAATGAAGTGATACAACCGGCAATCAACGGTTTGCTGGGCATCTTGAGGTCTTGCAAAAATGCCGGCAGCGTACAGCGAGTGATATTCACG
S S A G T V N V E E H Q A A A Y D E T C W S D L D F V N R V K M

385 TCTTCTGCAGGAACAGTGAACGTGGAGGAACACCAAGCAGCAGCGTATGACGAGACCTGCTGGAGTGACCTTGACTTTGTGAACCGAGTCAAGATG
T G W M Y F L S K T L A E K A A W E F V K D N H I H L I T I I P

481 ACCGGTTGGATGTACTTCCTATCAAAAACACTTGCTGAGAAGGCTGCTTGGGAGTTTGTAAAGGATAATCACATTCATCTTATAACCATCATTCCA
T L V V G S F I T S E M P P S M I T A L S L I T G N D A H Y S I

577 ACTTTGGTGGTGGGGTCCTTCATAACATCTGAAATGCCACCAAGCATGATCACTGCATTATCATTAATTACAGGAAATGATGCCCATTACTCCATT
L K Q I Q F V H L D D L C D A H I F L F E H P K A N G R Y I C S

673 TTAAAGCAAATTCAATTTGTTCATTTGGATGACTTATGTGATGCTCACATTTTCCTTTTTGAGCATCCTAAAGCAAATGGTAGATACATTTGCTCT
S Y D S T I Y G L A E M L K N R Y P T Y A I P H K F K E I D P D

769 TCCTATGACTCCACAATTTATGGCTTAGCAGAAATGCTGAAGAACAGATATCCCACATATGCCATTCCTCATAAGTTTAAGGAAATTGATCCAGAT
I K C V S F S S K K L M E L G F K Y K Y T M E E M F D D A I K T

865 ATTAAGTGTGTAAGCTTCTCTTCTAAGAAGCTGATGGAGCTTGGGTTTAAGTACAAATACACCATGGAGGAGATGTTTGATGATGCAATCAAGACC
C R E K K L I P L N T E E I V L A A E K F E E V K E Q I A V K *

961 TGCAGGGAGAAGAAGCTTATACCACTCAACACTGAGGAAATAGTCTTAGCTGCTGAGAAATTTGAGGAAGTTAAAGAACAGATTGCTGTTAAGTGA

(b) 
DmDFR (1) MENEKKGPVVVTGASGYVGSWLVMKLLQKGYEVRATVRDPTNLKKVKPLLDLPRSNELLSIWKADLDGIEGSFDEVIRGS 
BfDFR (1) MENEKKGPVVVTGASGYVGSWLVMKLLQKGYDVRATIRDPTNLEKVKPLLDLPRSNELLSIWKADLNDIEGSFDEVIRGC 
CymDFR (1) METERKGPVVVTGASGYVGSWLVMKLLQKGYEVRAAVRDSTNFEKVKPLLDLPGSNELLSIWKADLNDIDETFDEVTRGS 
OnciDFR (1) MGIENKGTVAVTGASGYVGSWLVMKLLQKGYEVRATVRDPTNFEKVKPLLDLKGSNELLSIWKADLNDINESFDDVTRGC 

DmDFR (81) IGVFHVATPMNFQSKDPENEVIQPAINGLLGILRSCKNAGSVQRVIFTSSAGTVNVEEHQAAAYDETCWSDLDFVNRVKM 
BfDFR (81) VGVFHVATPMNFQSKDPENEVIKPAINGLLGILTSCKKAGSVKRVIFTSSAGTVNVEEHQAAVYDENSWSDLHFVTRVKM 
CymDFR (81) VGLFHVATPMNFQSEDPENEVIKPTISGLLGILRSCKRVGTVKRVIFTSSAGTVNVEEHQATVYDESSWSDLDFVTRVKM 
OnciDFR (81) VGIFHVATPMNFQSKDPENEVIKPAINGMLGILRSCKRAGTVKRVIFTSSAGTVNVEEHLAEVYDESSWSDLDFITRVKM 

DmDFR (161) TGWMYFLSKTLAEKAAWEFVKDNHIHLITIIPTLVVGSFITSEMPPSMITALSLITGNDAHYSILKQIQFVHLDDLCDAH 
BfDFR (161) TGWMYFVSKTLAEKAAWEFVKENAIHFIAIIPTLVVGSFITNEMPPSLITALSLISGNEAHYSILKQAQFVHLDDLCDAH 
CymDFR (161) TGWMYFVSKTLAEKAAWEFVSDNDIHFITIIPTLVVGSFLISRMPPSLITALSLITGNEAHYSILRQAQFVHLDDLCDAH 
OnciDFR (161) TGWMYFLSKTLAEKAAWEFVRDNDIHFITIIPTLVVGSFLISGMPPSMITALSLITGNEAHYSIIKQAQFVHLDDLCDAH 

DmDFR (241) IFLFEHPKANGRYICSSYDSTIYGLAEMLKNRYPTYAIPHKFKEIDPDIKCVSFSSKKLMELGFKYKY--TMEEMFDDAI 
BfDFR (241) IFVYEHPEANGRYICSSHDSTIYDLANMLKNRYATYAIPQKFKEIDPNIKSVSFSSKKLMDLGFKYKY--TIEEMFDDAI 
CymDFR (241) IFLFEHHKANGRYICSSHDSTIYSLAKMLKNRYATYDIPLKFKEIDPNIESVSFSSKKLLDLGFKYKYKYTMEEMFDDAI 
OnciDFR (241) IFLFEHPEANGRYICSSHDSTIYGLAKKLKNRYVTYAIPQKFKDIDPDIKSVSFSSKKLMDLGFKYKY--TMEEMFDDAI 

DmDFR (319) KTCREKKLIPLNTEEIVLAAEKFEEVKEQIAVK--- 
BfDFR (319) KTCRDKNLMPLNTEELVLAAEKYDEVKEQIAVK--- (88%) 
CymDFR (321) KTCRDKNLIPLHTEEMVSANEKFDEVKEQIAVK--- (84%) 
OnciDFR (319) KSCRDKNLIPLNTEKMVSAADKFNEIKEKFCLVNNE (83%) 

Fig. 3 Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequence of DmDFR and
alignment of the deduced amino acid sequences with other homo-
logues. a Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequence of DmDFR.
The positions of nucleotides are given on the left. GenBank accession
number for DmDFR is HQ412559. b The alignment of deduced amino
acid sequences of DmDFR with homologues from Bromheadia

finlaysoniana (BfDFR; AAB62873), Cymbidium hybrid (CymDFR;
AAC17843), and Oncidium Gower Ramsey (OnciDFR; AAY32602).
Shaded regions show identical amino acids. Box indicates the NADP
binding site. Bold character indicates the Asn of active site in the 135
residue. The positions of amino acids are shown on the left
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(50 psi). The bombarded floral organs were then incubated
on MS agar medium in 12-h light/12-h dark cycle at 25°C.
Three to five days after bombardment, the development of

pigmentation was analyzed in the perianth organ. GUS
activity was measured by histochemical staining as described
(Koo et al. 2007). Pigmentation color was analyzed and

(a)
M S I F L I T S L L L C L S L H L L L R R R H I S R L P L P P G

1 ATGTCTATCTTCCTCATCACCTCACTCCTCCTCTGCCTTTCTCTCCACCTCCTCCTCCGCCGCCGCCACATCAGCCGCTTACCCCTCCCTCCCGGC
P P N L P I I G A L P F I G P M P H S G L A L L A R R Y G P I M

97 CCCCCAAACCTCCCCATCATCGGCGCCCTCCCCTTCATCGGCCCCATGCCCCACTCCGGCCTCGCCCTCCTTGCCCGCCGGTACGGCCCCATCATG
F L K M G I R R V V V A S S S T A A R T F L K T F D S H F S D R

193 TTCCTCAAGATGGGCATCCGCCGCGTCGTCGTCGCCTCCTCCTCCACCGCCGCTCGAACCTTTCTCAAAACCTTCGACTCCCACTTCTCCGACCGC
P S G V I S K E I S Y N G Q N M V F A D Y G P K W K L L R K V S

289 CCCTCCGGCGTCATCTCCAAGGAAATCAGCTACAACGGCCAGAACATGGTCTTCGCCGATTACGGCCCCAAGTGGAAGCTCCTCCGCAAAGTCTCC
S L H L L G S K A M S R W A G V R R D E A L S M I Q F L K K H S

385 AGCCTCCATCTCCTCGGCTCCAAGGCCATGTCTCGCTGGGCCGGCGTGCGGCGCGACGAGGCCTTGTCCATGATTCAATTCTTGAAGAAACACAGC
D S E K P V L L P N L L V C A M A N V I G R I A M S K R V F H E

481 GATTCGGAAAAGCCGGTTCTGCTACCAAATTTGTTGGTTTGTGCCATGGCGAATGTGATTGGGAGGATCGCGATGAGCAAAAGAGTGTTTCACGAG
D G E E A K E F K E M I K E L L V G Q G A S N M E D L V P A I G

577 GACGGGGAGGAGGCGAAGGAGTTTAAGGAGATGATTAAGGGAGCTGTTGTGGGGCAGGGGGCTTCGAATATGGAGGATTTGGTGCCGGCGATCGGG
W L D P M G V R K K M L G L N R R F D R M V S K L L V E H A E T

673 TGGTTGGATCCGATGGGAGTGAGGAAGAAGATGCTGGGATTGAATCGGAGGTTTGATAGGATGGTGAGTAAGTTGCTGGTGGAGCACGCTGAGACT
A G E R Q G N P D L L D L V V A S E V K G E D G E G L C E D N I

769 GCAGGGGAGAGGCAGGGGAACCCGGATCTGCTGGATCTTGTTGTGGCTAGTGAGGTTAAAGGTGAGGATGGAGAAGGGCTTTGTGAAGATAATATT
K G F I S D L F V A G T D T S A I V I E W A M A E M L K N P S I

865 AAGGGCTTCATCTCTGACCTATTCGTGGCGGGGACGGACACCTCCGCCATAGTCATAGAGTGGGCGATGGCAGAAATGCTTAAAAACCCATCAATC
L R R A Q E E T D R V I G R H R L L D E S D I P N L P Y L Q A I

961 CTCCGACGAGCGCAAGAAGAAACCGATCGCGTCATCGGCCGCCACCGCCTTCTGGACGAATCCGACATACCAAACCTTCCCTACCTCCAAGCCATA
C K E A L R K H P P T P L S I P H Y A S E P C E V E G Y H I P G 

1057 TGCAAGGAAGCTCTCCGAAAGCACCCTCCGACGCCGCTCAGCATACCGCACTACGCCTCCGAGCCCTGCGAGGTGGAAGGCTACCACATTCCCGGC
E T W L L V N I W A I G R D P D V W E N P L V F D P E R F L Q G 

1153 GAGACTTGGCTACTCGTCAACATATGGGCCATTGGGCGGGACCCGGACGTGTGGGAGAATCCGTTGGTGTTCGACCCGGAGAGGTTTCTGCAAGGG
E M A R I D P M G N D F E L I P F G A G R R I C A G K L A G M V 

1249 GAGATGGCGAGGATCGATCCGATGGGAAATGATTTCGAGCTCATACCGTTCGGAGCCGGCCGGAGGATTTGCGCGGGGAAGTTAGCGGGGATGGTG
M V Q Y Y L G T L V H A F D W S L P E G V G E L D M E E G P G L 

1345 ATGGTGCAGTATTATTTGGGAACGTTAGTGCATGCCTTTGATTGGAGTTTGCCGGAAGGGGTTGGGGAGCTGGACATGGAGGAAGGGCCGGGGTTG
V L P K A V P L A V M A T P R L P A A A Y G L L *

1441 GTGTTGCCGAAGGCTGTGCCGCTAGCGGTGATGGCGACGCCGAGGCTGCCGGCGGCGGCTTATGGCCTTCTTTAA 

(b) 
DmF3’5’H (1) --MSIFLITSLLLCLSLHLLLRRRHISR--LPLPPGPPNLPIIGALPFIGPMPHSGLALLARRYGPIMFLKMGIRRVVVA 
DgF3’5’H (1) MSISLFLAGAAILFFVTHLLLSPTR----TRKLPPGPKGWPVVGALPMLGNMPHVALANLSRRYGPIVYLKLGSRGMVVA 
PhalF3’5’H (1) --MSIFLIATLFLSLSLHLLLRRFRRRRRILPLPPGPLNFPIVGALPFIGSMPHSGLALLSRRYGPIMFLKMGIRQVVVA 
DenF3’5’H (1) --MSIFLITSLLLCLSLHLLLRRRHRSR--FPLPPGPPNLPILGALPFIGPMPHSGLALLARRYGPIMFLKMGIRRVVVA 

DmF3’5’H (77) SSSTAARTFLKTFDSHFSDRPSGVISKEISYNGQNMVFADYGPKWKLLRKVSSLHLLGSKAMSRWAGVRRDEALSMIQFL 
DgF3’5’H (77) STPDSARAFLKTQDLNFSNRPTDAGATHIAYNSQDMVFADYGPRWKLLRKLSSLHMLGGKAIEDWAVVRRDEVGYMVKAI 
PhalF3’5’H (79) SSSSAARSFLKTHDSRFSDRPLDIISKQVSYNGQNMVFADYGPKWKLLRKVSNLHLFGPKAMSRWADVRRDEAFSMSHFL 
DenF3’5’H (77) SSATAARSFLKTFDSHFSDRPSGVISKEISYNGQNMVFADYGPKWKLLRKVSSLHLLGSKAMSRWAGVRRDEAFSMIQFL 

DmF3’5’H (157) KKHSDSEKPVLLPNLLVCAMANVIGRIAMSKRVFHEDGEEAKEFKEMIKELLVGQGASNMEDLVPAIGWLDPMGVRKKML 
DgF3’5’H (157) YESSCAGEAVHVPDMLVFAMANMLGQVILSRRVFVTKGVESNEFKEMVIELMTSAGLFNVGDFIPSIAWMDLQGIVRGMK 
PhalF3’5’H (159) KKQSDSKNPVLLSNLLVCSMANVIGRISMSKRVFDEEGKEAKEFKEIIKELLVGQGASNIGDLVPAMRWLDPQGARKKLL 
DenF3’5’H (157) KKHSDTEKPVLLPNLLVCAMANVIGRIAMSKRVFDEEGEEAKEFKEMIKELLVGQGASNIGDLVPSIGWLDPMGVKKRML 

DmF3’5’H (237) GLNRRFDRMVSKLLVEHAETAGERQGNPDLLDLVVASEVKGEDGEGLCEDNIKGFISDLFVAGTDTSAIVIEWAMAEMLK 
DgF3’5’H (237) RLHNKFDALLDKILREHTATRSERKGKPDLVDVLMDNRDNKSEQERLTDTNIKALLLNLFSAGTDTSSSTIEWALTEMIK 
PhalF3’5’H (239) GLNQRFVRMISKFLAEHGESRGEREGNPDLLDLIVADKIAGDDGEGLSEENIKGFISDLFVAGTDTSAMVIEWAMAEMLK 
DenF3’5’H (237) GLNRRFDRMVSKLLVEHAETAGERQGNPDLLDLVVGSELTGEDGEGLCEDNIKGFISDLFVAGTDTSAIVIEWAMAEMLK 

DmF3’5’H (317) NPSILRRAQEETDRVIGRHRLLDESDIPNLPYLQAICKEALRKHPPTPLSIPHYASEPCEVEGYHIPGETWLLVNIWAIG 
DgF3’5’H (317) NPSIFRRAHAEMDQVIGRNRRLEESDIPKLPYLQAVCKETFRKHPSTPLNLPRVAIEPCEVEGYHIPKGTRLSVNIWAIG 
PhalF3’5’H (319) NPAILRRVQEETDRIVGRDRLLEESDIPNLPYLQAICKEALRKHPPTPLSIPHYASEPCEVEGYHIPGKTWLLVNIWAIG 
DenF3’5’H (317) NPSILQRAQQETDRVVGRHRLLDESDIPKLPYLQAICKEALRKHPPTPLSIPHYASEPCEVEGYHIPGKTWLLVNIWAIG 

DmF3’5’H (397) RDPDVWENPLVFDPERFLQGKMARIDPMGNDFELIPFGAGRRICAGKLAGMVMVQYYLGTLVHAFDWSLPEGVGELDMEE 
DgF3’5’H (397) RDPNVWENPLEFNPDRFLTGKMAKIDPRGNNSELIPFGAGRRICAGTRMGIVLVEYILGTLVHAFEWKLR-DGEMLNMEE 
PhalF3’5’H (399) RDPEVWEKPLEFDPERFMEGKMARIDPMGNDFELIPFGAGRRICAGKLMGMVMVQYFLGVLVQGFDWSLPEGVVELDMEE 
DenF3’5’H (397) RDPDVWENPLLFDPERFLQGKMARIDPMGNDFELIPFGAGRRICAGKLAGMLMVQYYLGTLVHAFDWSLPEGVGELDMEE 

DmF3’5’H (477) GPGLVLPKAVPLAVMATPRLPAAAYGLL 
DgF3’5’H (476) TFGIALQKAVPLAAVVTPRLPPSAYVV- (56%) 
PhalF3’5’H (479) GPGLVLPKAVPLLVTARPRLPAAAYGVV (84%) 
DenF3’5’H (477) GPGLVLPKAVPLSVMARPRLAPAAYGLL (95%) 

Fig. 4 Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequence of DmF3′5′H and
alignment of the deduced amino acid sequences with other homologues.
a Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequence of DmF3′5′H. The
positions of nucleotides are given on the left. GenBank accession
number for DmF3′5′H is HQ412560. b The alignment of deduced
amino acid sequences of DmF3′5′H with homologues from Delphinium

grandiflorum (DgF3′5′H; AAX51796), Phalaenopsis hybrid (PhalF3′5′
H; AAZ79451), and Dendrobium hybrid (DenF3′5′H; ABI95365).
Shaded regions show identical amino acids. Box indicates the
Cytochrome P450 cysteine heme-iron ligand signature. The positions
of amino acids are shown on the left
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presented as value according to PCCS 199a Harmonic Color
Charts (COJI, Japan).

Results and Discussion

Isolation of Three Anthocyanin Biosynthetic Genes from D.
moniliforme

D. moniliforme is a species of genus Dendrobium found in
the southern areas of Korea. Like other orchids, the D.
moniliforme flower consists of a reproductive column and
three types of perianth organs including three outer tepals
(called sepals), two inner tepals (petal) and a labellum (lip)
(Fig. 1a–c). Interestingly, the base of the column, which is
fused with the column, bears vivid reddish purple spots
compared with white perianths. Color value is v23
according to the PCCS Harmonic Color Charts. This may

suggest that white perianths of D. moniliforme are due to
transcriptional control of spatially regulated pigment bio-
synthetic genes and/or their regulatory genes.

To test this hypothesis, we initially attempted to isolate
the genes that are involved in the anthocyanin biosynthetic
pathway since anthocyanins have been reported to mainly
contribute diverse flower colors in Dendrobium (Arditti and
Fisch 1977). In particular, sense and antisense expression of
CHS, DFR, and F3'5'H (Fig. 1d) have been the most
exploited to modulate flower color and/or intensity (van der
Krol et al. 1990; Courtney-Gutterson et al. 1994; Jorgensen
et al. 1996; Tanaka et al. 1998). To isolate these genes in D.
moniliforme, degenerate primers were designed based on
conserved regions of the previously reported sequences in
GenBank (see “Materials and Methods”).

Using RT-PCR with degenerate primers, a full-length
cDNA encoding CHS was cloned by amplifying a 1,188 bp
sequence from the base of the column and designated
DmCHS (Fig. 2a). BLASTP searches with the deduced
amino acid sequences of DmCHS showed 99%, 97% and
93% identity with those of Dendrobium hybrid cultivar
Sonia (accession no. CAM32716; Pitakdantham et al.
2010), Dendrobium hybrid (accession no. AAU93767;
Mudalige-Jayawickrama et al. 2005), and Phalaenopsis
hybrid (accession no. AAY83389; Han et al. 2006),
respectively (Fig. 2b). An essential catalytic site for CHS
and possible binding site for the 4-coumaryl-CoA group
was found in the sequence as a consensus pattern of “R-
[LIVMFYS]-x-[LIVM]-x-[QHG]-x-G-C-[FYNA]-[GAPV]-
G-[GAC]-[STAVK]-x-[LIVMF]-[RAL]” (Lanz et al. 1991).

In the same manner, a full-length cDNA encoding DFR
was isolated from the base of the column and designated as
DmDFR (Fig. 3a). The length of DmDFR was 1,056 bp
encoding for a protein of 147 amino acids. The protein
sequence of DmDFR showed 88%, 84%, and 83% identity
to those from Bromheadia finlaysoniana (AAB62873),
Cymbidium hybrid (AAC17843), and Oncidium Gower
Ramsey (AAY32602; Mudalige-Jayawickrama and Kuehnle
2006) (Fig. 3b). In addition, the consensus sequence of the
NADPH-binding domain, found in the DFR superfamily
(Baker and Blasco 1992), was conserved in the N-terminal
region of DmDFR. Although DFR catalyzes the conversion
of DHK, DHQ, and DHM to leucoanthocyanidins (Fig. 1a),
certain types of DFR in some plants lack the ability to reduce
DHK. For example, Petunia DFR was reported to lack the
ability to convert DHK to leucopelargonidin (Forkmann and
Ruhnau 1987) due to a substitution of Asn to Asp at the 134
residue of the active site (Beld et al. 1989; Johnson et al.
2001). In DmDFR, amino acid residue 135 (corresponding
134 residue of petunia or Gerbera) is an Asn as observed in
other Dendrobium species (Mudalige-Jayawickrama et al.
2005), implying that DmDFR contains functionally active
Asn residue in 135 position.

Fig. 5 Expression analysis of three anthocyanin biosynthetic genes in
Delphinium moniliforme floral organs. a Semi-quantitative RT-PCR
analysis. First-stranded cDNA was synthesized using total RNA
extracted from petals (Petal), sepals (Sepal), lip (Lip), and column
including the base (BC). Actin (DmActin) gene was included in the
experiment as an internal control. The PCR amplified products were
analyzed by 1.5% agarose gel electrophoresis. b Quantitative RT-PCR
analysis. One twentieth of first-strand cDNA mixture was used as
template. Relative quantity of each gene expression is represented by
to one fourth level of actin mRNA. Error bars indicate SD (n=3)
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The F3′5′H clone, designated as DmF3′5′H, is 1,512 bp
in length encoded a protein of 504 amino acid residues
(Fig. 4a). F3′5′H catalyzes the hydroxylation of DHK at
both 3′ and 5′ positions of the B-ring that leads to the
formation of DHM and subsequently to the production of
delphinidin-based pigments (purple to violet) as shown
Fig. 1a. Sequence comparison revealed that deduced amino
acid sequence of DmF3′5′H shared 56%, 84%, and 95%
identity compared with those from Delphinium grandiflorum
(AAX51796), Phalaenopsis hybrid (AAZ79451), and Den-
drobium hybrid (ABI95365) (Fig. 4b). F3′5′H belongs to the
cytochrome P450 superfamily (Holton et al. 1993). The
consensus sequence of cytochrome P450 signature con-
trolling flower color was well conserved in DmF3′5′H.
Taken together, these data strongly suggest that the three
isolated cDNA clones may be typical types of anthocyanin
biosynthetic genes.

Expression Analysis of Anthocyanin Biosynthetic Genes
in Floral Organs

Colorless perianths of D. moniliforme flower could be
explained by several reasons. These may include the spatio-
temporal regulation of anthocyanin biosynthetic genes and/
or their regulatory genes, or mutational effects on the
structural genes encoding enzymes for anthocyanin biosyn-
thesis. However, we focused on the first possibility since
reddish purple pigmentation spots were locally accumulated
in the base of the column of the flower (Fig. 1c, d).

To determine the expression patterns of three anthocyanin
biosynthetic genes in floral organs in detail, semi-quantitative
RT-PCRwas performed using total RNA isolated from sepals,

petals, lip and column including the base. CHS controls first
step in anthocyanin biosynthesis, thus we assume that its
expression is lowered or absent in the perianths of the D.
moniliforme flower. In contrast to our expectation, the CHS
transcript level was slightly higher or not significantly
different in sepals, lip, and petal compared with the base of
the column (Fig. 5a, b), respectively. In addition, the
expression of DFR exhibited no significant differences
among floral organs. However, the F3′5′H transcripts level
in the base of the column was significantly higher than that
of other floral organs. Quantitative RT-PCR analysis also
confirmed that F3′5′H expression is approximately 3-fold
higher in the base of the column compared with other organs
(Fig. 5b). Therefore, the result suggested that colorless of the
perianth organs was attributed to a lowered expression of F3′
5′H expression. This, in turn, may suggest that the F3′5′H
expression is controlled by spatially regulated transcriptional
factor(s) in D. moniliforme flower.

Development of Pigmentation by Transient Expression
of DmF3′5′H

As shown in RT-PCR analysis (Fig. 5), pigment accumu-
lation in the base of column may be due to the preferential
expression of DmF3′5′H. Thus, we expected that expres-
sion of this gene would complete the anthocyanin pathway
and produce anthocyanin compounds to display the similar
pigment in perianth. To test this, the full-length DmF3′5′H
as well as DmDFR and DmCHS genes were individually
cloned into CsV999 vector (Verdaguer et al. 1996) that
contained the constitutive CsVMV promoter and NOS
terminator. Since the activity of CsVMV promoter was

Fig. 6 Development of reddish purple spots in white perianth of D.
moniliforme flower by transient expression of DmF3′5′H gene. The
constructs including DmCHS (b), DmDFR (c), and DmF3′5′H (d)
were bombarded into perianth organs. Bacterial GUS gene was
included as a control (a). Transient expression of bombarded genes

were driven using the constitutive CsVMV promoter. After 3 to 5 days
of incubation, GUS activity or pigmentation was examined under the
stereomicroscope. Representative images from two independent
experiments were shown. Scale bar indicate 1 mm
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not tested in Dendrobium flower before, pCsVMV::GUS
construct was also included to validate promoter activity
and bombardment efficiency. These constructs were then
bombarded into white perianths (Fig. 6). After incubation
on MS agar for three to five days, distinct GUS staining
spots were observed in the perianths bombarded with
pCsVMV::GUS construct, suggesting that CsVMV promoter
was active in perianths of D. moniliforme flower. Under the
same condition, bombardment with pCsVMV::DmF3′5′H
resulted in development of reddish purple pigment spots in
perianth organs, corresponding to v23 or v24 value of
PCCS 199a color charts. However, perianth organs bom-
barded with pCsVMV::DmCHS or pCsVMV::DmDFR did
not show noticeable signs of pigmentation during the assay
period. These results indicated that expression of DmF3′5′H
could completely rescued the absence of anthocyanin
biosynthesis in perianth organs.

In this study, we demonstrated that transcriptional
activation of DmF3′5′H gene is critical for coloration in
the perianths of D. moniliforme flower. Therefore, it is
interesting to determine which regulatory component(s) is
responsible for spatial expression of DmF3′5′H gene in D.
moniliforme flower.

Acknowledgments This work is supported by a grant (the development
and conservation of useful plant resources of in and outside the country,
2010) run by Korea National Arboretum and the “Priority Research
Centers Program through the National Research Foundation of Korea
(NRF) funded by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology
(2009–0094060).”

References

Akashi R, Chie Y, Gondo T, Kawamura O, Hoffmann F (2002)
Bialaphos-resistant cells of dallisgrass (Paspalum dilatatum
Poir.) through particle bombardment with a simple self-built
inflow gun. Grassland Sci 47:588–593

Arditti J, Fisch MH (1977) Anthocyanins of the Orchidaceae:
distribution, heredity, functions, synthesis and localization. In:
Arditti J (ed) Orchid biology: reviews and perspectives. Cornell
University Press, Ithaca, pp 117–155

Baker ME, Blasco R (1992) Expansion of the mammalian 3 beta-
hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase/plant dihydroflavonol reductase
superfamily to include a bacterial cholesterol dehydrogenase, a
bacterial UDP-galactose-4-epimerase, and open reading frames in
vaccinia virus and fish lymphocystis disease virus. FEBS Lett
301:89–93

Beld M, Martin C, Huits H, Stuitje AR, Gerats AG (1989) Flavonoid
synthesis in Petunia hybrida: partial characterization of dihydro-
flavonol-4-reductase genes. Plant Mol Biol 3:491–502

Broun P (2004) Transcription factors as tools for metabolic engineer-
ing in plants. Curr Opin Plant Biol 7:202–209

Chai D, Yu H (2007) Recent advances in transgenic orchid
production. Orchid Sci Biotech 1:34–39

Chiou CY, Yeh KW (2008) Differential expression of MYB gene
(OgMYB1) determines color patterning in floral tissue of
Oncidium Gower Ramsey. Plant Mol Biol 66:379–388

Courtney-Gutterson N, Napoli C, Lemieux C, Morgan A, Firoozabady
E, Robinson KE (1994) Modification of flower color in florist's
chrysanthemum: production of a white-flowering variety through
molecular genetics. Biotechnol NY 12:268–271

Dressler RL (1990) The orchids-natural history and classification.
Harvard University Press, London

Epperson BK, Clegg MT (1987) Instability at a flower color locus in
the morning glory. J Heredity 78:346–352

Forkmann G, Ruhnau B (1987) Distinct substrate specificity of
dihydroflavonol 4-reductase from flowers of Petunia hybrida. Z
Naturforsch 42C:1146–1148

Habu Y, Hisatomi Y, Iida S (1998) Molecular characterization of the
mutable flaked allele for flower variegation in the common
morning glory. Plant J 16:371–376

Hahlbrock H, Griesbach H (1975) Biosynthesis of flavonoids. In:
Harborne JB, Mabry TJ, Mabry H (eds) The flavonoids.
Academic, San Diego, pp 866–915

Han YY, Ming F, Wang W, Wang JW, Ye MM, Shen DL (2006)
Molecular evolution and functional specialization of chalcone
synthase superfamily from Phalaenopsis orchid. Genetica
128:429–438

Holton TA, Cornish EC (1995) Genetics and biochemistry of
anthocyanin biosynthesis. Plant Cell 7:1071–1083

Holton TA, Tanaka Y (1994) Blue roses-A pigment of our
imagination? Trends Biotechnol 12:40–42

Holton TA, Brugliera F, Lester DR, Tanaka Y, Hyland CD, Menting
JG, Lu CY, Farcy E, Stevenson TW, Cornish EC (1993) Cloning
and expression of cytochrome P450 genes controlling flower
colour. Nature 366:276–279

Johnson ET, Yi H, Shin B, Oh BJ, Cheong H, Choi G (1999) Cymbidium
hybrida dihydroflavonol 4-reductase does not efficiently reduce
dihydrokaempferol to produce orange pelargonidin-type anthocya-
nins. Plant J 19:81–85

Johnson ET, Ryu S, Yi H, Shin B, Cheong H, Choi G (2001)
Alteration of a single amino acid changes the substrate specificity
of dihydroflavonol 4-reductase. Plant J 25:325–333

Johnson CS, Kolevski B, Smyth DR (2002) TRANSPARENT TESTA
GLABRA2, a trichome and seed coat development gene of
Arabidopsis, encodes a WRKY transcription factor. Plant Cell
14:1359–1375

Jorgensen RA, Cluster PD, English J, Que Q, Napoli CA (1996)
Chalcone synthase cosuppression phenotypes in petunia flowers:
comparison of sense vs. antisense constructs and single-copy vs.
complex T-DNA sequences. Plant Mol Biol 31:957–973

Koes R, Verweij W, Quattrocchio F (2005) Flavonoids: a colourful
model for the regulation and evolution of biochemical pathways.
Trends Plant Sci 10:236–242

Kondo T, Yoshida K, Nakagawa A, Kawai T, Tamura H, Goto T
(1992) Structural basis of blue-colour development in flower
petals from Commelina communis. Nature 358:515–518

Koo J, Kim Y, Kim J, Yeom M, Lee IC, Nam HG (2007) A GUS/
luciferase fusion reporter for plant gene trapping and for assay of
promoter activity with luciferin-dependent control of the reporter
protein stability. Plant Cell Physiol 48:1121–1131

Kubo H, Peeters AJ, Aarts MG, Pereira A, Koornneef M (1999)
ANTHOCYANINLESS2, a homeobox gene affecting anthocyanin
distribution and root development in Arabidopsis. Plant Cell
11:1217–1226

Lanz T, Tropf S, Marner FJ, Schröeder J, Schröeder G (1991) The role
of cysteines in polyketide synthases. Site-directed mutagenesis of
resveratrol and chalcone synthases, two key enzymes in different
plant-specific pathways. J Biol Chem 266:9971–9976

Martin C, Gerats T (1993) Control of pigment biosynthesis genes
during petal development. Plant Cell 5:1253–1264

Mudalige-Jayawickrama RG, Kuehnle AR (2006) Color genes in the
orchid Oncidium Gower Ramsey: identification, expression, and

J. Plant Biol. (2011) 54:209–218 217



potential genetic instability in an interspecific cross. Planta
223:521–531

Mudalige-Jayawickrama RG, Champagne MM, Hieber AD, Kuehnle
AR (2005) Cloning and characterization of two anthocyanin
biosynthetic genes from Dendrobium orchid. J Am Soc Hortic
Sci 130:611–618

Nan GL, Kuehnle AR (1995) Genetic transformation in Dendrobium
(Orchid). In: Bajaj YPS (ed) Biotechnology in agriculture and
forestry, vol. 34, plant protoplasts and genetic engineering VI.
Springer, New York, pp 149–160

Nesi N, Debeaujon I, Jond C, Stewart AJ, Jenkins GI, Caboche M,
Lepiniec L (2002) The TRANSPARENT TESTA16 locus encodes
the ARABIDOPSIS BSISTER MADS domain protein and is
required for proper development and pigmentation of the seed
coat. Plant Cell 14:2463–2479

Park JM, Whang SS, So SK, Lim PO, Lee HY, Koo JC (2010)
Identification of differentially expressed genes in flower buds of
Calanthe discolor and C. sieboldii. J Plant Biol 53:24–31

Pitakdantham W, Sutabutra T, Chiemsombat P, Pitaksutheepong C
(2010) Isolation and characterization of chalcone synthase gene
isolated from Dendrobium Sonia Earsakul. Pak J Biol Sci
13:1000–1005

Quattrocchio F, Wing J, van der Woude K, Souer E, de Vetten N, Mol
J, Koes R (1999) Molecular analysis of the anthocyanin2 gene of
petunia and its role in the evolution of flower color. Plant Cell
11:1433–1444

Reddy AR, Brltsch L, Salamlnl F, Saedler H, Rohde W (1987) The A1
(Anthocyanin-1) locus in Zea mays encodes dihydroquercetin
reductase. Plant Sci 52:7–13

Sagasser M, Lu GH, Hahlbrock K, Weisshaar B (2002) A. thaliana
TRANSPARENT TESTA 1 is involved in seed coat development

and defines the WIP subfamily of plant zinc finger proteins.
Genes Dev 16:138–149

Shiono M, Matsugaki N, Takeda K (2005) Structure of the blue
cornflower pigment. Nature 436:791

Shoji K, Miki N, Nakajima N, Momonoi K, Kato C, Yoshida K (2007)
Perianth bottom-specific blue color development in tulip cv.
Murasakizuisho requires ferric ions. Plant Cell Physiol 48:243–251

Tanaka Y, Ohmiya A (2008) Seeing is believing: engineering
anthocyanin and carotenoid biosynthetic pathways. Curr Opin
Biotechnol 19:190–197

Tanaka Y, Tsuda S, Kusumi T (1998) Metabolic engineering to modify
flower color. Plant Cell Physiol 39:1119–1126

van der Krol AR, Mur LA, Beld M, Mol JN, Stuitje AR (1990)
Flavonoid genes in petunia: addition of a limited number of gene
copies may lead to a suppression of gene expression. Plant Cell
2:291–299

Verdaguer B, de Kochko A, Beachy RN, Fauquet C (1996) Isolation
and expression in transgenic tobacco and rice plants of the
cassava vein mosaic virus (CVMV) promoter. Plant Mol Biol
31:1129–1139

Winkel-Shirley B (2001) Flavonoid biosynthesis. A colorful model for
genetics, biochemistry, cell biology, and biotechnology. Plant
Physiol 126:485–493

Wood HP (2006) The Dendrobiums. AR. G. Gantner Verlag, Ruggell
Yoshida K, Toyama-Kato Y, Kameda K, Kondo T (2003) Sepal color

variation of Hydrangea macrophylla and vacuolar pH measure-
ment with proton-selective microelectrode. Plant Cell Physiol
44:262–268

Yu H, Yang SH, Goh CJ (2001) Agrobacterium mediated transforma-
tion of Dendrobium orchid with the 1 knox gene DOH1. Plant
Cell Rep 20:301–305

218 J. Plant Biol. (2011) 54:209–218


	Molecular...
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Plant Materials and Growth Condition
	Total RNA Isolation and RT-PCR Analysis
	Isolation of Full-Length cDNA Clones
	Gene Constructs
	Bombardment with Particle Inflow Gun

	Results and Discussion
	Isolation of Three Anthocyanin Biosynthetic Genes from D. moniliforme
	Expression Analysis of Anthocyanin Biosynthetic Genes in Floral Organs
	Development of Pigmentation by Transient Expression of DmF3′5′H

	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200037000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003000200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


